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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 12TH NOVEMBER 2019 IN 
HENNOCK VILLAGE HALL STARTING AT 7.30PM.   
 
PRESENT: Parish Councillors: P Baker, M Curran, R Dixon, S Edwards, P McCullar, J Parker,  
G Tully [left the meeting after item 10.6], C Webb and K Willett [left the meeting after item 10.6] 
County Cllr F J Brook 
Vanessa Davies & Cathy from Business Support and Innovation Team, Devon County Council 
PC Steve Hodges 
Helen Reynolds, Clerk to the Parish Council. 
 
PART I  
 
1. FILMING AND RECORDING OF MEETINGS: The Chairperson reminded all in attendance at the meeting 
that they may be filmed, recorded, photographed or otherwise reported about.  Hennock Parish Council’s 
protocol on the filming and recording of meetings was on display and those undertaking these activities were 
deemed to have accepted them whether they had read them or not.  
 
2. TO ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Apologies were received from Cllr S Edmonds and Cllr C Fisher 
and the reasons for their absence were accepted.  Apologies were also received from District Cllrs L Evans, R 
Keeling, and S Purser.  The Council noted that Cllr T Tume was elected six months ago and the Council has not 
met him or had any contact from him – the Clerk was instructed to write to Cllr Tume and ask him to attend a 
meeting of the Council.  
 
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS INCLUDED ON THE AGENDA & A REMINDER TO 
COUNCILLORS TO UPDATE THEIR REGISTER OF INTERESTS WHERE APPROPRIATE: Cllr Edwards 
declared an interest (Part B) in minute item 13.1. regarding Teign Village football pitch as she is the secretary 
of Teign Village Social Club which owns the football pitch.  Cllr Baker declared an interest (Part B) in an aspect 
of minute item 10.6. regarding the grant to Chudleigh Knighton Village Hall as he is the treasurer of Chudleigh 
Knighton Village Hall Committee. As these were both Part B interests the councillors were permitted to speak to 
the Council but not vote. 
 
4. REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS: None. 
 
5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
 
5.1. Engaging Rural Micros: Representatives (Vanessa Davies & Cathy) from Devon County Council’s [DCC] 
Business Support and Innovation Team spoke to the Parish Council regarding the Engaging Rural Micros trial 
project. The following summarises the salient points: 

• DCC is running a research trial into how they can help rural micro businesses to improve efficiency 
funded by Central Government, for example, help improve productivity and ideally employ one more 
person. 

• They are looking for sole-traders, freelancers and businesses with less than 10 employees [they are not 
targeting the farming community unless they are diversifying, for example in to bed & breakfast or a farm 
shop]. 

• 90% of Devon’s economy is with small micro businesses. 

• They tend to be family orientated and don’t want to expand. 

• They are the hardest group to engage with and the best way of doing so has been to go and “knock on 
doors” and through word of mouth. Businesses have also been targeted on social media. 

• DCC plans to recruit 255 businesses by the end of December 2019.  The process starts with a 
questionnaire and all businesses will receive a business insight report commissioned by the University 
of Plymouth: what’s good, what’s working; what’s not working. 

• Chosen at random, one third of businesses will received extra intervention, for example, new technology 
or a new accounting system. 

• One third will get one to one business support, for example, the use of a virtual Personal Assistant. 

• The final third will get no further intervention. 
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• After one year the trial will monitor what was the best way of intervening i.e. what is the best way DCC 
can help rural businesses – results will be analysed and fed back to Central Government. 

• DCC has received a really good response and councillors were asked to promote the project to small 
business they know. An article has been written by a member of the team for November’s Parish Council 
News. 

 
The Chairperson thanked Vanessa & Cathy for attending and agreed that the Council would do all it can to 
“spread the word”.  
 
5.2. Breach of Apple Tree Close Section 106 Agreement: Cathryn Simpson, Housing Services Manager from 
Westward Housing, spoke to the Parish Council regarding the breach of the Apple Tree Close Section 106 
Agreement. The following is a summary of the salient points: 

• Apologised for not making the October Planning Committee meeting. 

• Apologised for the breach of the Section 106 Agreement which was the result of a genuine mistake by a 
member of staff. 

• Referred to a letter sent to the Parish Council dated 30th October 2019: 
o Processes have been put in place to ensure a breach does not happen again: 
o The Housing Services Team has been restructured to create a Lettings Team operating as one 

central team in one location in Exeter (previously Newton Abbot, Plymouth & Bideford) to ensure 
a consistent process. 

o All Section 106 Agreements are signed off by the Housing Service Manager. 
o A revised verification form is completed at the start of the process and this is fed back to the Local 

Authority. 
o All Section 106 Agreements are verified and evidence recorded as to how they meet the Section 

106. 
o The next 3 bed property at Apple Tree Close will be offered to the applicant that was overlooked. 

• Reimbursement of moving costs: Cathryn advised that Westward Housing cannot cover future moving 
costs but it would look to make a contribution in terms of what incentive schemes may be available at 
the time.  There was some discussion regarding this point and, at the request of the Council, Cathryn 
agreed to go back to her Assistant Director and request that Westward Housing agrees to cover the 
reasonable costs of the applicant in moving back to Chudleigh Knighton.   

• The Chairperson reiterated that the Council does not believe this is the first breach and it does not have 
much confidence that all successful applicants met the Section 106 criteria. Cathryn asked for details of 
which properties the Council believes have not met the Section 106 criteria and she will investigate them; 
the Chairperson made it clear that the onus is on Westward Housing to check this but Cathryn advised 
that they cannot go back to the original shortlists before 2014 as the system that was in use then is no 
longer used. They will look at the three shortlists that have been re-let since 2014. 

• On receipt of the contact details from the Parish Council, Cathryn agreed that Westward Housing would 
write to the applicant that was overlooked with an apology and set out the offer in respect of the next 
available property.  

 
The Chairperson thanked Cathryn for attending the meeting.  
 
6.1. PC STEVE HODGES’ REPORT: The Chairperson explained that the Council understands that the police 
are very busy but it is very important the Council gets regular reports so that it can pick up on any issues. The 
following are the salient points from the discussion regarding the provision of police reports: 

• Steve has 12 parishes, each report takes 45mins/1 hour and so he cannot justify the time. 

• He has been told not to prepare reports but he will feed back crime trends or anything “building up”. 

• If there are major issues a report will be provided. 

• Steve will try to attend two parish meetings a year. 

• Whilst he was at the meeting and not attending incidents, units have had to be pulled in from Torquay & 
Exeter – he has to be able to justify his time spent at Parish Council meetings. 

• Neighbourhood matters will always take second place to current incidents. 

• All information is on the website although it may be one and a half/two months out of date (although it 
was acknowledged that this information may not provide the detail of previous monthly reports). 
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• PCSOs now spend less time out on the streets and more time in the office updating computer systems. 

• Crime in rural areas is under-reported because 101 takes too long to be answered and people don’t use 
999 when they should, e.g. when someone is breaking in to their house. 

• There aren’t enough police officers and too many officers are spending time updating computers. 

• “County Lines” has created a massive explosion of information coming in to Devon & Cornwall Police 
regarding drugs. 

• The main job is to safeguard men & women who are victims of domestic violence in rural communities 
and people who are living in poverty. 

• Cllr Dixon made the point that the Parish Council is not seeking police reports because “it is nosey”, it 
wants the reports so that it can act where appropriate, for example, if there is trend of domestic violence, 
the Parish Council could signpost people to local refuge centres through its newsletters, website and 
social media.  

• The Chairperson reiterated that the Council could help by “getting the message out” and Steve “took this 
onboard” and agreed to send out a blanket email to Clerks about “live issues”, for example about livestock 
violence. 

 
Steve was upset that the Parish Council had written to the Devon & Cornwall Police & Crime Commissioner, 
Alison Hernandez, and would much prefer to be approached direct.  The Chairperson thanked Steve for his time 
and for attending the meeting and acknowledged that there was frustration “on both sides” and “we can see if 
we can work better together”.     
 
6.2. COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT: Cllr Jerry Book reported as follows: (i) Funding for social care: an 
assessment is carried out by agencies and they price.  Cllr Dixon explained that a social worker will agree with 
a person how much time they need for a specific task; the time required will vary from person to person 
depending on their health conditions and so, for example, the time taken to help someone out of bed to get 
dressed may take longer if someone has Multiple Sclerosis – the only “standard rate” is the price per hour. There 
was some discussion regarding the amount of the hourly rate, whether it is sufficient, the enormous strain the 
system is under, the lack of sufficient money, whether care services were overspent or underfunded. Cllr Brook 
stated that it was demand led and difficult to predict – “there is never going to be enough money”. (ii) DCC has 
had an influx of young people requiring housing and there are not enough foster carers.  (iii) The Council has 
taken money from non-statutory services to support statutory services. It is looking at making more ring-fenced 
funding in the future. (iii) Cllr Brook confirmed that he is happy for the residual £300 from the Locality budget 
funding (originally for the Devon Air Ambulance night landing site which is not progressing) to be used for 
planters/plants for the entrance gates in Chudleigh Knighton at the Kingsteignton and Chudleigh entrances.  
 
The Chairperson thanked Cllr Brook for his report and for attending the meeting.  
 
6.3. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS: Reports were emailed: Cllr Purser reported that there were no 
specific points for Hennock or Teign Village. A few specific Teignbridge District Council [TDC] points: (i) The 
provision of £250,000 for the roll-out of super-fast broadband in Teignbridge has now been reinstated in the 
future year’s budget; (ii) TDC has agreed to ban the sale of real fur in all the markets it controls and/or on council 
owned land; & (iii) the Local Strategic Plan is now being reviewed along with the Greater Exeter Strategic Plan. 
Cllrs Evans & Keeling’s emailed report covered the following: (i) Residents now have the opportunity to book a 
bulky waste item collection online and pay for it 24/7; (ii) Crowdfunding success for young people: TDC has 
assisted The Lodge Indoor Skatepark and Scooter facility to raise over £5,000 through a crowdfunding initiative 
to help disadvantaged young people across South Devon; & (iii) The way general enquiries come in to TDC is 
changing – customers will soon have a “Contact Us” general enquiry form to complete on the website, the content 
of which will be emailed directly to the group mailbox for each service.  
 
6.4. DARTMOOR NATIONAL PARK PARISH LINK MEMBER’S REPORT: None. 
 
7. APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF THE MINUTES: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th 
October 2019 were approved and duly signed.  
 
8. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: To be considered at the December Parish Council meeting. 
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9. AGREEMENT OF AGENDA BETWEEN PARTS I & II: There were no items to be discussed in Part II. 

10. FINANCIAL MATTERS AND PAYMENTS:  
 
10.1. Payment of invoices: The Council resolved to make the following payments: 
 

    Payee Chq 
no. 

Purpose Amount 
(£) 

NEST Direct 
Debit 

Auto enrolment pension contributions: 
Employer: £1319.50 (gross salary) less £512 = 
£807.50 [Qualifying earnings for 2019/20 tax year are 
between £6136 & £50000] x 3% = £24.23 
Employee: £807.50 x 5% x 80% (as tax is deducted at 
source) = £32.30 

56.53 

H Reynolds 2788 Clerk’s net salary  1159.74 

HMRC 2789 PAYE & NI  210.33 

H Reynolds 2790 Clerk’s expenses* 47.79 

S & W Lygo Engineering 2791 Chudleigh Knighton [CK], Hennock & Teign Village 
[TV] Car parks and Play Parks inspection & cleaning, 
and cleaning of Hennock and Teign Village bus 
shelters: £180 plus: 
Remove overhanging branches at Chudleigh 
Knighton Play Park [£30]; & the following work at 
Hennock Play Park as detailed in the Clerk’s Summer 
Recess report 2019: 
Glue laminate on roundabout: £25; 
Replace chains & bar on flat-bed swing & paint: £200; 
Tighten all swing frame fixings: £25.00; 
Tighten all fixings on multi-play unit: £35.00; 
Tighten all loose pegs on climbing wall on multi-play 
unit: £15;  & 
Scrape, clean & paint speaking tube: £20. 

530.00 

Chudleigh Knighton Village 
Hall 

2792 Room hire: 16/7/19 – 22/10/19 44.50 

TRBL Poppy Appeal 2793 2 x wreaths for Chudleigh Knighton & Hennock & 
donation. 
The Chairperson has made enquiries of the Royal 
British Legion who has confirmed that next year’s 
poppy wreaths will be biodegradable.   

40.00 

Dartmoor Heathers & Gardens 2794 
 
 

Parish Lengthsman duties: £433.65; 
Allotments: Strimming paths at Hennock allotments: 
£25.00 [Agreed by Allotments Committee at its 
meeting on 15th May 2018] 
VAT: £91.73 
 

550.38 

 
*Clerk’s Expenses £ 

Working from home expenses 14.00 

Stationery: A4 paper [£2.95], punch pockets [£1.25] & C4 envelopes [£0.75] 4.95 

Giffgaff “goodybag” – monthly bundle of minutes, texts & data for Parish Council’s mobile phone 10.00 

Postage/stamps  14.77 

Mileage: 6/11/19 To Teign Village & Hennock to put up rural skip notices: 13 miles less mileage 
to/from CKVH of 9 miles = 4 miles; & 11/11/19 To Teign Village & Hennock to take down rural skip 
notices: 13 miles less mileage to/from CKVH of 9 miles = 4 miles:  Total of 8 miles @ 60.1p per mile 
= £4.80 

4.80 

Sub-Total 48.52 
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Less excess amount claimed in October for magnets (Cost: £6.17 not £6.90) (0.73) 

Total 47.79 

Cheque No.  2790 

 
10.2. Financial Statements: A Receipts and Payments Account and a Bank Reconciliation for the seven months 
ended 31st October 2019 were presented to the Council, which showed the current account credit balance of 
£43591.49 and the Savings Account credit balance of £7140.00, the balance of which after adjusting for 
unpresented cheques totalling £10810.42, equated to the Receipts and Payments closing credit balance of 
£39921.07.  It was noted that the cheque for £10737.60 payable to Outdoor Play was outstanding because the 
re-capping of the tiled safety surfaces has been delayed due to wet weather.  It was also noted that the cheque 
for £30.82 payable to DALC remains unpresented: DALC have had a problem with a number of cheques but its 
bank has confirmed that the cheques have been paid in and cleared. However, the Parish Council’s bank has 
advised that, as far as it is concerned, the cheque has not been paid and it has advised the Council to ask DALC 
to request that its bank does a payment trace on the cheque which is an audit trial which will show which bank 
account has been debited; the outcome of this is awaited. It was resolved that the financial statements be 
approved. 
 
10.3. Reallocation of Locality Budget funds: Please refer to minute item 6.2. Cllr Brook confirmed that he is 
happy for the residual £300 from the Locality budget funding (originally for the Devon Air Ambulance night 
landing site which is not progressing) to be used for planters/plants for the entrance gates in Chudleigh Knighton 
at the Kingsteignton and Chudleigh entrances. There was some discussion as to whether these funds could be 
used to refurbish the ‘phone box in Hennock as there is still a problem with damp which has damaged the 
bookshelves which need to be replaced – it was agreed that this should be a priority for 2020.  The Clerk was 
instructed to include £500 in next year’s budget, obtain some quotes and apply for funding. Meanwhile, the Clerk 
was instructed to order the planters for Chudleigh Knighton and arrange for them to be planted and installed. 
 
10.4. Consider reallocating earmarked Apple Tree Close S106 monies: [Please refer to Appendix A]. After 
some discussion it was agreed that the residual of the sum allocated to resurfacing Black Path should be re-
allocated to capping/resurfacing the tiled safety surfacing at Chudleigh Knighton Play Park which will reduce the 
sum required from reserves.  
 
10.5. South Devon Community Grants Fund application unsuccessful: The Parish Council was not 
successful in obtaining grant funding this time for wooden planters – the panel felt that other applications better 
met the objectives of the fund. The planters are to be funded from the residual Locality Budget funds instead.  
 
10.6. Consider draft 2020/21 budget/items for 5-year plan: [Please refer to Appendix B (Draft budget A) & 
Appendix C (Draft budget B)]. 
Draft Budget A shows a forecast opening balance of £23229 based on the revised forecast closing balance for 
2019/20 following an analysis of actuals v budget for the 6 months ended 30th September 2019. Receipts total 
c£41628 and payments total c£47813 i.e. payments are forecast to exceed receipts by £6185 leaving a forecast 
closing balance of £17044.  This is an acceptable level of reserves. 
 
The budget assumes Council Tax (currently £53.70) increases by forecast inflation of 2.2% (£1.18) to £54.88 – 
based on a minor increase in the Council Tax Base from 647.1 to 648.8 the budget assumes a precept of £35606 
(648.8 x £54.88). 
 
The budget assumes the Clerk’s SCP (grade) remains unchanged but that pay scales increase by 2%.  NALC 
[National Association of Local Councils] has yet to confirm the pay scales for 2020-21 and they may remain 
unchanged. 
 
Draft Budget B shows a forecast opening balance of £23229 as in draft budget A. Receipts total c£98642 and 
payments total c£106927 i.e. payments are forecast to exceed receipts by £8285 leaving a forecast closing 
balance of £14944.  The forecast reserves are substantially lower than historical reserves and potentially a 
concern. 
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The items in green includes all new projects/expenditure proposed at the Parish Council meeting on 8th October 
2019 and assumes 100% grant funded. 
 
After some discussion, the Clerk was instructed to redraw the budget on the basis that Council Tax is increased 
by 4.2% (2.2% inflation plus an additional 2% to implement additional responsibilities) in the light of the 
comments below which the Council will consider at its December meeting. The additional 2% increase will 
provide an additional £700 increasing the precept from £35606 (draft budget B) to £36306 [£53.70 (existing 
Council Tax) x 4.2% = £55.96 x 648.8 (Council Tax Base)]:  
 

• The Community has told the Parish Council through the Parish Plan consultation what it would like to be 
delivered in the Parish. 

• Defibrillator for Chudleigh Knighton: Cllr Webb advised the Council that District Cllrs Evans and Keeling 
would be happy to contribute to this and it was agreed that the remaining balance could be raised by 
fund raising in the local community. A defibrillator for Teign Village is included in the current year’s budget 
and it was agreed that the defibrillator for Teign Village should be a priority.  Cllr Edwards suggested that 
the Teign Village Social Club would be a better location than the phone box.  

• Roadside fence at Teign Village Play Park: To be included but assuming grant funded on the basis that 
it will be “a work of art”. 

• Chudleigh Knighton to Bovey Tracey footpath: Cllr Webb commented that £6000 was insufficient; it was 
acknowledged that this project was unlikely to be completed in the next 12 months and it was agreed 
that £200 should be included in the budget for development of a plan. 

• Teign Village to Hennock footpath development: Reduce from £3000 to £500. 

• Electric charging points for 3 x car parks: TDC are rolling out a plan for electric charging points and it 
was agreed that they should be included but at a nil sum on the basis that the Parish Council will develop 
discussions with TDC to achieve these. 

• Planting of wildflower verges: To be increased from £50 to £200. 

• Hennock phone box refurbishment: refer to minute item 10.3. and include a figure of £500 assuming 
grant funded. 

• Climate Emergency Working Group Incidental expenses should be included. 

• Community Orchard: Cllr Willett questioned who was going to take this forward and the Chairperson 
explained that the initial enquiries made by the Clerk were purely for budgeting purposes. 

• Cycle pump track for “football pitch”: To remain in the budget at £5000. 
 
Cllr Baker declared a Part B interest in the following item as he is the treasurer of Chudleigh Knighton Village 
Hall Committee; he spoke on the issue but did not vote: 
 
Grant of £500 for Chudleigh Knighton Village Hall [CKVH] towards a new heating system and development of a 
quiet room: CKVH has applied to Viridor for the majority of the funding (£15798) but needs to fund 10% of the 
cost from the community/other grants.  After some discussion, it was resolved that £500 should be earmarked 
from the current year’s reserves for this purpose on the basis that less reserves are required to complete the re-
capping of the tiled safety surfaces at Chudleigh Knighton Play Park because more Section 106 monies will be 
used as the Black Path resurfacing work will be less than the £5000 earmarked. 
 
Cllr Tully and Cllr Willett left the meeting after item 10.6. 
 
11. LETTINGS CRITERIA/SECTION 106 AGREEMENT FOR APPLE TREE CLOSE, CHUDLEIGH 
KNIGHTON: Please refer to minute item 5.2. The Clerk was instructed to write to Westward Housing with the 
contact details of the applicant that was overlooked and request that Westward Housing writes a letter of apology 
to her and sets out its offer in writing with regard to the next available property and reimbursement of reasonable 
costs of moving.  
 
12. PARISH LENGTHSMAN AND GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS 2020 – 2023: In view of the time, 
it was agreed that this item will be considered at the December Parish Council meeting; meanwhile councillors 
were asked to review the draft amendments to the Parish Lengthsman contract and feedback any comments to 
the Clerk.  
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13. CORRESPONDENCE FOR CONSIDERATION AND ACTION:  

13.1. Resident A: Email suggesting that part of Teign Village football pitch (which is not used for playing football) 
could be used for tree planting and could be converted into a community wildlife area/open space for recreation 
and dog walking. Cllr Edwards declared a Part B interest in this item as she is the secretary of Teign Village 
Social Club which owns the football pitch. After some discussion, the Clerk was instructed to ask Resident A if 
she would be happy for her contact details to be passed on to the Teign Village Social Club so that the matter 
can be discussed directly with her.   

13.2. Hennock Primary School:  email from Academy Head requesting use of the area above the Hennock 
Play Park & Car Park as an area for a forest school. N.B. Quotes have been received to replace the broken 
fence and these were to be considered at the December Parish Council meeting. After some discussion, it was 
agreed that Cllr Dixon would liaise with the Clerk regarding what work had previously been considered to make 
the area accessible and then discuss the situation with the Academy Head. 
 
13.3: DALC [Devon Association of Local Councils] newsletter: Includes articles on: (i) Devon Carbon Plan 
launches; (ii) Website accessibility requirements; & (iii) VE Day 75 (8th May 2020). 
 
14. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILLORS: None. 
 
15. Dates, venues and times of next Parish Council meetings: 
Tuesday 19th November 2019: Allotments Committee meeting in The Old Library Room in Chudleigh Knighton 
Village Hall starting at 7.30pm. After some discussion, it was agreed that this meeting should be postponed and 
the Council resolved that the Chairperson and Clerk should take matters forward with the Chudleigh Knighton 
Allotments Steering Group with a view to setting up an allotment association.  The Clerk was instructed, 
accordingly. 
 
Tuesday 26th November 2019: Planning Committee meeting in The Old Library Room in Chudleigh Knighton 
Village Hall starting at 7.30pm. 
 
Tuesday 10th December 2019: Parish Council meeting in Chudleigh Knighton Village Hall starting at 7.30pm. 
 
PART II (Private) 
 
16. Fence above Hennock Play Park/Car Park: To be considered at the December Parish Council meeting. 
 
As there was no further business the meeting ended at 9.50pm.  
 
 
…………………………………………………… Chairperson  
 
Dated............................…………………………………….  
 
 


