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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD IN CHUDLEIGH KNIGHTON 
VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY 19TH MARCH 2019 STARTING AT 7.30PM. 
 
PRESENT: Parish Cllrs Ruth Dixon, Charlie Fisher, Janette Parker (Chairperson of the Parish 
Council) and Chris Webb. 
District Cllr Lorraine Evans. 
District Cllr Richard Keeling. 
PC Steve Hodges, Devon and Cornwall Police. 
Mr Andrew Bakere, Devon Wildlife Trust. 
Mr Jamie Heron, Sibelco UK. 
Mr Alec Jacobs, Hennock Allotments. 
Mr Michael Rosslee, Chudleigh Knighton Village Hall Committee. 
Mrs Frances Swan, Hennock & Teign Village newsletter. 
Mr Ken Swan, Hennock Village Hall Committee. 
2 other members of the public. 
Helen Reynolds, Clerk to the Parish Council. 
 
WELCOME: Cllr Janette Parker, Chairperson of the Parish Council, chaired the meeting.  She 
introduced herself & the Clerk and welcomed everyone.   
 
FILMING AND RECORDING OF MEETINGS: The Chairperson reminded all in attendance at 
the meeting that they may be filmed, recorded, photographed or otherwise reported about.  
Hennock Parish Council’s protocol on the filming and recording of meetings was on display 
and those undertaking these activities were deemed to have accepted them whether they had 
read them or not.  

 
1. TO ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Apologies were received from Cllr Phil Baker, 
Cllr Maura Curran, Cllr Bernard Kelly, Cllr Pete McCullar, PCSO Mark Easton, Mr Alex 
Spraggon, Chudleigh Knighton Primary School, Mrs Sally Lacey, Chudleigh Knighton Pre-
School, Dr Peter Beale, Tree Warden, Ms Sarah Clarke, Hennock Primary School, Mrs Tamsin 
Crossland, Knighton Players, Mr Kit Hancock, South West Lakes Trust, Ms Jan Williamson, 
Teign Village Allotment Association, Mr Mike Treble, Chudleigh Knighton noticeboards, Mr 
Derek Baker, Hennock & Teign Village Chronicle, Ms Alison Wonnacott Hennock Baby & 
Toddler Group and Hennock Parents Friends Teachers Association [PFTA]. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS ANNUAL PARISH MEETING: The 
minutes of the meeting held on the 21st March 2017 were approved as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairperson.  It was noted that, as an exceptional matter, the Annual Parish 
Meeting was not held in 2018 because of the snow. 
 
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: None. 
 
4. AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECTS UPDATE: The Chairperson reported as follows: 
There were two affordable housing projects:  
Hennock: The site at Five Lanes, Hennock, has unfortunately fallen because of legal 
difficulties with the land.  However, there has been a call for sites as people are still keen to 
build and Hastoe Housing Association is keen to be involved as is Dartmoor National Park 
Authority [DNPA] and so hopefully the housing need can be fulfilled. 
Chudleigh Knighton:  

• Discussions first started three years ago. 

• The developer came to the Parish Council with a proposal to build sixty houses. 

• A Housing Needs survey was undertaken and it was made clear to the developer that 
the housing must be what is wanted by the community. 

• The developer is still in discussions with Teignbridge District Council [TDC]. 

• Open market housing will be required to enable affordable housing to be built. 
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• There will be some shared ownership and some housing for rent. 

• It is very important that the community gets what it wants and the Parish Council has 
been very strong in this respect. 

• TDC has wonderful Housing Enablers and there will be community consultation. 
 
5. OPERATION AWESOME VILLAGE: The Chairperson reported as follows: 

• The 2010 Community Plan has been reviewed. 

• Residents should have received a questionnaire following that review which need to 
be completed and returned to the Chudleigh Knighton Village Hall, Hennock Phone 
box or Teign Village Social Club – a huge thank you to the volunteers who delivered 
them. 

• The Operation Awesome Village logo was designed by a pupil at Hennock Primary 
School. 

• A small group of councillors and volunteers from the public have formed a Steering 
Group to develop the new Parish Plan. 

In response to the following comment: I can remember the last one – it didn’t achieve anything. 
It needs to be focussed; the Chairperson responded as follows: You’re right – it does need to 
be focussed. We have tried, for example: 

• Quiet tarmac on the A38 – the Parish Council continues to lobby Highways England. 

• Speed in Chudleigh Knighton – undertaking a Community Speedwatch but it does take 
an inordinate amount of time to organise. 

• It’s always difficult to consult with young people and so an organisation called Clarity 
is going to do this on our behalf – thank you to Chudleigh Town Council for supporting 
this initiative and to Teignbridge District Council for funding. We will work with both 
local primary schools and the youth club. If you know of a young person who wants 
something, encourage them to email the Clerk.  It is really important for young people 
to have their say.  

 
6.1. REPORT FROM THE CHAIRPERSON OF HENNOCK PARISH COUNCIL: The salient 
points of the Chairperson’s report were as follows: 

• It’s a pleasure to serve on the Council.  It’s a fabulous Council although “a bit 
understrength” at the moment. 

• This year the Council has: 
o Resurfaced two car parks – thank you to Sibelco for resurfacing the Teign 

Village Car Park. 
o Commemorated the centenary of the end of World War I at Bottor Rock farm 

with the lighting of the beacon. Thank you also to the Palk Arms for a wonderful 
barbecue. 

o Maintained the play parks – this is always a big expense with three 
communities and three play parks – it’s frustrating when things get damaged 
deliberately. 

o Hennock bus shelter now has a new roof. 
o Ant Trail – there is some concern regarding the safety of crossing the busy 

main road and the Council would like to put in two road signs warning drivers 
that there may be pedestrians crossing the road – thanks to Cllr Lorraine Evans 
and Cllr Richard Keeling for supporting this project. 

o Community Christmas dinner – supported by the Parish Council and offering 
Christmas dinner on Christmas day to single people and couples in the Parish 
who would otherwise be on their own. 

o Allotments – a vital part of the community.  Mr Alec Jacobs and Mr Richard 
Harvey have done a fabulous job revamping the Hennock allotments. 
Tomorrow night there will be an opportunity for Chudleigh Knighton allotment 
tenants to form an allotment association. 

o Laptop donated to Chudleigh Knighton Primary School – this was the Clerk’s 
old laptop (the previous laptop was donated to Hennock Primary School). 
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o Two big consultations:  
▪ Reopening of the landfill site by Viridor – the Parish Council expressed 

concern about flies and the smell; however, Devon County Council 
[DCC] gave permission for it to be reopened; “we will see how it goes”. 

▪ Finlake Holiday Park’s planning application: The Parish Council has 
voiced objections from members of the community about the sewerage 
system which overflows – the planning application has been withdrawn. 

• The Chairperson thanked members of the Council – past and present – councillors 
have been amazing; it’s a real pleasure to work with dedicated councillors and work 
together with the three communities.  The Chairperson also thanked the Clerk for her 
hard work. 

• The Council has had projects in mind – it always asks the community and this year it 
was really disappointed that nobody came forward. 

• The elections are coming up – we haven’t had an election in over 36 years.  The Parish 
is to be warded which means Hennock & Teign Village can only have three councillors.  
Please do become a councillor.  If you want to see something happen in your 
community, join us.  It is very rewarding. 

 
6.2. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR LORRAINE EVANS’ REPORT: Cllr Evans gave her report: 
please refer to Appendix A. 
  
6.3. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR RICHARD KEELING’S REPORT: Cllr Keeling gave his report: 
please refer to Appendix B. 
 
6.4. PC STEVE HODGES’ REPORT: Please refer to Appendix C. PC Hodges also reported 
as follows: 

• Has a new team and aim to be a bit more approachable, easier to contact, let people 
know who we are. 

• Community Speedwatch has been put on hold “until people can be safe” – it should 
come “back into play” within the next couple of months. 

• People don’t report things to the police – we need to get people in rural communities 
to report crimes to the police – PC Hodges regularly has debates with people about 
whether it’s a crime. 

• The Chairperson acknowledged the difficulties the police are having but “the speed 
through Chudleigh Knighton is horrendous – it is one of the biggest issues in the 
community”. PC Hodges responded by saying that every village is having similar 
problems and often they are people within the community.  

• In response to another question, PC Hodges advised that travellers will be moved. 

• Crime has quadrupled and now includes internet and Facebook crimes which take 
hours and hours of time. 

 
6.5. DEVON WILDLIFE TRUST’S REPORT: Mr Andrew Bakere reported as follows: 

• Chudleigh Knighton heath is one of a dozen sites which requires continuous annual 
management including scrub clearance to stop it becoming “too birchy”. 

• Have cleared around memorial information board. 

• Grazing will come back on in a month or so. 

• A current project is being undertaken on the narrow-headed ant – it is the only site in 
England where the narrow-headed ant exists – some ants nests have been moved to 
Bovey and Teign Grace. 

• Will have more signs asking people to keep their dogs on leads from March – 
September as it does impact on ground nesting birds – Nightjars have been disturbed 
by dogs and Andy found some dead chicks disturbed by dogs. 
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6.6. Sibelco’s report: Mr Jamie Heron reported as follows: 

• The drilling on the Heath went quite well and a lot of work was done to minimise the 
impact. 

• Sibelco apologises profusely for its loader going through the village at 5.30am. 

• The Environmental Play area in Chudleigh Knighton will stay as an asset of the 
community. 

• Sibelco has cleared out all of its culverts 

• They are still moving newts from Clay Lane quarry. 

• The Chairperson asked Mr Heron whether Sibelco could build a new bridge alongside 
Newbridge and whether it could put some pressure on Highways as the Parish Council 
has asked DCC Highways for some traffic lights. 

 
6.7. KNIGHTON PLAYER’S REPORT: Please refer to Appendix D which was read by Cllr 
Webb. 
 
6.8. TREE WARDEN’S REPORT:  Cllr Dixon read this report which confirmed that Dr Peter 
Beale is happy to continue as the Parish’s Tree Warden. 
 
6.9. CHUDLEIGH KNIGHTON PRE-SCHOOL’S REPORT: Please refer to Appendix E which 
was read by Cllr Dixon. 
 
6.10. CHUDLEIGH KNIGHTON PRIMARY SCHOOL’S REPORT: Please refer to Appendix F 
which was read by Cllr Fisher. 
 
6.11. TEIGN VILLAGE ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION’S REPORT: Please refer to Appendix 
G which was read by Cllr Fisher. 
 
6.12. CHUDLEIGH KNIGHTON VILLAGE HALL’S REPORT: Mr Mike Rosslee 
acknowledged the generosity of the people in the village as they have started fundraising. 
£18000 has been received from the National Grid. 
 
6.13. HENNOCK ALLOTMENTS REPORT: Mr Alec Jacob’s reported as follows: 

• They would like to set some water up at the allotments. 

• The Chairperson explained that Mr Jacobs and Mr Harvey had reinstated the 
allotments; there had been quite a few meetings with the Parish Council’s Allotments 
Committee and she expressed huge thanks to them both for the work they have done. 

• Mr Jacobs also suggested that a spare piece of the allotments could be used for young 
people to kick a ball around and it was agreed that this should be added to the agenda 
of the next Allotments Committee meeting. 

 
6.14. HENNOCK & TEIGN VILLAGE NEWSLETTER REPORT: Mrs Frances Swan gave her 
report: please refer to Appendix H.  
 
6.15. HENNOCK VILLAGE HALL’S REPORT: Mr ken Swan reported as follows:  

• There has been a regime of repairs to address dampness, for example.   

• The roof may need rethatching and this is being looked into. 

• Also looking into reordering the kitchen and toilets to create more space. 

• Have installed an audio system. 

• Soup & pud lunches and coffee mornings are “going strong”. 

• Fish Friday – meals are donated by Paramount Foods at Heathfield. 

• Bookings are very disappointing and they are working on this. 

• The boiler has been repaired. 

• The Committee is working hard. 
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6.16. HENNOCK PRIMARY SCHOOL’S REPORT: Please refer to Appendix I which was read 
by the Chairperson.  
 
6.17. HENNOCK PARENT TEACHERS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION REPORT: Please 
refer to Appendix J.  
 
7. MATTERS RAISED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTORS OF THE PARISH: None. 
 
The Chairperson advised that Parish Council meetings are all open meetings and everyone 
is welcome to come and ask questions; “we’re there to solve problems”. The reports show 
that it’s been a very busy year. The Chairperson thanked everyone for attending. 
 
 
As there was no further business the meeting ended at 9.05pm. 
 
 
 
Signed.......................................................Dated........................................................................... 

 
 
 


